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Sharing Your Faith - A course in personal evangelism
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"Sharing your Faith"

A course in Personal Evangelism

"Sharing your Faith"

Session 1

Icebreaker

Instead of doing this course, we are all going to ring up our friends and tell them about Jesus! How do you feel ?
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Introduction

The call to evangelise is clear from Scripture. In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus gives His disciples the "Great Commission". In Acts 1:8, He tells them that they will be His "witnesses" (Acts 1:8) and the remainder of the book of Acts tells the story of how they spread the gospel to the ends of the earth. 

Despite the clear "command" from Scripture, many Christians are fearful of evangelism and this can lead to feelings of guilt as they can feel that they are not really playing their part. 

Evangelism and Evangelists

All Christians are called to "evangelise" in the sense of having a personal responsibility to be a witness to Jesus Christ and what He has done in our lives. However, as we shall soon see, there are many forms of evangelism, some not nearly as frightening as, perhaps, our pre-conceived notions inform us.

"It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service...."
Ephesians 4:11-12 (NIV)

There is a particular ministry in the church for a person with a special gift and calling in this area. These people are called "evangelists" and will often be engaged in a full time capacity. They will not only hold evangelistic crusades (e.g. Billy Graham) but they have a special role in training the body of Christ to be better at their personal evangelism. Two examples from Scripture are Timothy and Philip.

"But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry." 2 Tim 4:5 (NIV)

"Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven". Acts 21:8 (NIV)

Types of Evangelism

There are many forms of evangelism and unfortunately, many people (including Christians!) have been put off by the practice of "street preaching". Although this is just one way of witnessing for Christ, it has become synonymous with the word "Evangelism" and given it a bad press.

Some other forms of evangelism are :-

· Friendship Evangelism (befriending people and sharing our faith)

· Servant Evangelism (offering to serve people)

· Prayer Evangelism (offering prayer as an initial contact)

· Small Group Evangelism (e.g. our growth groups)

· Street Theatre & Sketchboards (often used by YWAM)

· Alpha Courses

· Life in the Spirit Seminars

For this course, we shall focus on a form of "Friendship" Evangelism. Rather than befriending people that we don't know, we shall examine the people that we already come into contact with on a daily basis and look at the opportunities which we have to share our faith with them in an informal way.

Aims of the course

By the end of this course, you should :-

· have an understanding of some of the barriers to sharing your faith

· know your "faith story" (testimony) and be able to share it

· know how to watch out for opportunities to share your faith

· know the basic teaching of the Gospel and be able to share it

· know how to deal with difficult questions

· have a pool of resources to give to people when needed

Assumptions

For the purpose of this course, we will assume that you understand the need to share your faith and that you are willing to learn how to do it (even if you are a little apprehensive !) We will also assume that when we lead people to Christ, there is a need for them to be nurtured in a Christian church, probably within their own denomination, and we must take some responsibility to ensure that this happens.

Activity  - Barriers to Evangelism

In small groups, make a list of the barriers that exist to sharing our faith. Appoint a scribe/spokesperson to take these down.

After 10 minutes or so, give each spokesperson a chance to share their findings and document them on a flipchart. Group members can take these down in the table below (someone might volunteer to type them up!)

When the barriers have been identified, brainstorm the whole group to identify ways in which we can overcome these barriers. Some people might like to share from their own experience.

Table 1 Barriers to Evangelism

Barrier
Ways to overcome the barrier











































Open Discussion

(make notes if needed)

1. What is the difference between witnessing and debating ?

2. What religious/social backgrounds do people in Ireland have which would affect the way in which we witness ?

Homework

On rare occasions, you will have the opportunity to give your testimony and you will need to be prepared for this. Record your our own "Faith Story" as best you can. The sheet entitled "Your Personal Testimony - Putting it Together" may be helpful in grouping your thoughts.

Next week, we will share these with each other in small groups.
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"Sharing your Faith"

Session 2

Introduction

In this session, we will practice telling our "Faith Stories" to each other and examine the opportunities which can arise to share our faith.

Activity  - Telling your Faith Story 

In small groups, share your Faith Story/Testimony which you have prepared from last week. Try and keep it within 2 minutes!

To fine-tune your testimony, while still in your groups, each pick one of the 4 headings from "Your Personal Testimony - Putting it Together". Get someone to turn it into a question and answer it in 30 seconds.

Here are two examples of 2 minute testimonies

Avril's Story

I was brought up in a non-Christian home by loving parents, and enjoyed a happy childhood until I was 10 years old when my mother died. My only knowledge of God was from school assemblies and RI lessons. During my teenage years I spent most evenings dancing or hanging around the streets in a crowd. I never thought about God - life at that time for me was to have a good time and be accepted by my peers. My home life had become difficult as my father remarried and my stepmother and I couldn't accept one another.

When I was 19, my work took me to Edinburgh and it was there that I met my future husband. Colin was a Christian and asked me to accompany him to church; and as I enjoyed his company, I went along. The experience was a pleasant one, I enjoyed the singing and the people were kind to me. Eventually we were married. Church going had become a regular thing even though I was still not a Christian. We had two children and took them to Sunday school but I knew by now that Christianity was more than going to church each Sunday.

Then one day while washing dishes, with the children playing around my feet, I realised that everything I had was from God. My husband, my children, my friends were all given to me by him! There and then I thanked God for the care he had taken of me over the years and offered my life to him. It was then that I had the assurance of God's love for me and his presence with me in a powerful way. That sense of God's presence and love has never left me!

Colin's Story

I was brought up in a nominally Christian home and went to Sunday School and Youth Club at the local Methodist church. I did the things that most teenagers do - I went to x-rated films under-age, I tried beer and smoking, I went out with girls.

At the age of 16, I went with a youth group for a weekend away. I didn't go for the spiritual content, I went for a good time and a chance to further my interest in the opposite sex. However, as the weekend progressed, I felt more and more uncomfortable. Here was I, out for a good time, while the youth leaders and minister had given up a weekend to look after me. The leaders talked about Jesus and his love for us - I realised that these people were leading the weekend out of love for Jesus; and that they loved me in a way I didn't quite understand.

Towards the end of the weekend we were challenged to give our lives to Jesus Christ. I knew that I had to respond, so I went forward and signed the 'disciple roll'. I felt excited. I wasn't sure what I'd done, but I soon discovered what it means to be a Christian. I became more aware of other people and felt a concern for them. I felt a peace and a joy that I never knew before. I thanked God that I had found Jesus.

Open Discussion
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1. (Above)

2. What are the advantages of a "dramatic" testimony ?

3. What are the advantages of an "ordinary" testimony ?

Activity  - Spotting Opportunities

In small groups, make a list of opportunities which can arise to share our faith. Appoint a scribe/spokesperson to keep a record of them.

After 10 minutes or so, give each spokesperson a chance to share their findings and document them on a flipchart. Group members can take these down in the table below (again, someone might volunteer to type them up!)

Opportunity Knocks !



























Homework

Over the next week, document the "opportunities" which arise. Record how they happened, what you did/said and what people's reactions were. Next week, we will share these with each other in small groups.

"Sharing your Faith"

Session 3

Introduction

In this session, we will share some of the opportunities which we encountered during the previous week, we will do some role-play and look at the basic gospel message.

Activity  - Sharing Opportunities

In small groups, share the opportunities which you had during the week. Use the following headings :-

· how did the opportunity arise ?

· what did you do or say ?

· what was the reaction from other people ?

Role Play

1. Sally works with you and knows that you are involved in church activities. She has been going out with a guy for 2 months and he now tells her that he is a "born again Christian". He has invited her to go to church in St. Marks (Pentecostal) and she is anxious that he is involved in a cult. She wants your advice.

2. At a dinner party, Jim announces that he had 2 Jehovah's witnesses arrive at the door last week and after a brief discussion, they left the "Watchtower" magazine which he read with interest. He asks you what you make of them.

3. Tom plays football with you on Saturday mornings and repeatedly takes the name of the Lord in vain. He knows that you are somewhat involved in church, so one day, he casually asks you if this bothers you. How do you respond ? 

The Gospel Presentation 

There may be an occasion to share the gospel directly with someone. If this opportunity arises, you will need to have a rough outline in your mind. These 4 headings should be learnt off! If you look at any gospel tract, they will probably have these 4 steps in some format or other. Look through the scripture verses which back them up - can you think of any other relevant scriptures ?

1. God loves us and created us to know him personally

John 3:16, John 17:3

2. We are separated from God by our sin, so we cannot know him or experience his love.
Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23

3. Jesus Christ is God's solution for our sin. Through him alone, we can know God and experience his love.

1 Peter 3:18, John 14:16

4. We must receive Jesus Christ into our lives as Saviour and Lord. Then we can know God and experience his love.

John 1:12, Revelation 3:20

Prayer of Commitment

If someone is ready to become a Christian, you can talk them through a prayer like this - why not carry it around in your wallet/handbag in expectancy that God will give you this opportunity ?

Lord Jesus Christ,

I am sorry for the things I have done wrong in my life (take a few moments to ask his forgiveness for anything particular that is on you conscience).

Please forgive me. I now turn from everything which I know is wrong. 

Thank you that you died on the cross for me so that I could be forgiven and set free.

Thank you that you offer me forgiveness and the gift of your Holy Spirit. I now receive that gift.

Please come into my life by your Holy Spirit to be with me forever.

Thank you Lord Jesus

Amen



This prayer is based on three steps:

1.
Sorry
Asking God to forgive you for all the things you have done wrong and turn from everything which you know is wrong in your life i.e. repentance

2.
Thank you
Believing that Jesus died for us on the cross, you need to thank Him for dying for you and for the offer of His free gift of forgiveness, freedom and His Spirit.

3.
Please
God never forces His way into our lives. You need to accept His gift and accept His gift and invite Him to come and live within you by His Spirit.

(above taken from Why Jesus? - Nicky Gumbel)

An alternative is "Believe, Admit, Receive"

Open Discussion

When someone becomes a Christian, how important is it that they tell someone else ?

Homework

Make a list of "difficult questions" which people could ask you when you are sharing your testimony or sharing the gospel.

"Sharing your Faith"

Session 4 

Introduction

In this session, we will look at the awkward questions that people ask and also examine some resources which we can give out when appropriate.

Activity - Role Play

In small groups, answer 2 questions each from the following list of 10. Take a minute or two to prepare yourself and then start each reply with "I'm glad you asked that..." but try and answer without referring back to the sheet! The other members of the group can ask "devil's advocate" questions also.

Answers to common questions

Of the many questions that non-Christians pose as we share the gospel, some crop up again and again. Here is a sample of some of the most common questions, with some suggestions on how to answer.

1.
How do you know that God exists?

(
Because he came to earth in Jesus.

(
We accept that Winston Churchill was Prime Minister of England during the Second World War because of the various historical records that exist. We mightn't have seen or heard him in person but we trust the records. "Have you ever seen God?" "No, but I might have if I'd been born at the right time."

(
Jesus claimed to be God (e.g. John 5:18; 20:28-29) and his actions bore out that claim. If you'd been there you would have seen and heard him.

(
Read a Gospel for yourself and check out his claims.

(
If he is God then you should serve him as God.

    (Further reading: A Fresh Start, John Chapman, Ch 6-8)

2. Can you trust the New Testament documents?

Author and historian, Paul Barnett, gives five reasons for the integrity of the New

Testament:

· Historical evidence in the New Testament is confirmed at a number of points by the non-Christian writers Tacitus and Josephus.

(
The New Testament documents are close in time to the figure of Jesus.

(
This documentation is extensive, coming from as many as ten authors, eight of whom wrote independently of each other.

· The documents are historical in character as well as theological.

The text of these documents has come down to us intact from the era in which it was written.

(Further reading: Is the New Testament History? by Paul Barnett)
3. Why does God allow suffering?

6.

(
In the end we don't know why God allowed evil into the world.

(
Much suffering is a direct result of our own sinfulness (e.g. the suffering caused by drunkenness, or greed, or lust, or...).

(
But some is not (see John 5:14).

(
All suffering results from the fallen nature of our world (see Rom. 8:18-25)

(
God uses suffering to discipline and strengthen his children (Heb. 12:7-11; Rom. 5:3-5)

(
God does something about our suffering. Jesus suffered and died so that we could be forgiven and participate in the 'new creation' where there will be no suffering. (Further reading: How to give away your faith, Paul E. Little, Ch 5)

4.
 What happens to those who have never heard the gospel?

(
We can trust God to be just; he will judge people according to their response to what they know.

(
Everyone has received some revelation, even if only from the created order (see

Rom. 1:181).

Those who have had more revealed to them will be held responsible (Matt. 11:20-

24).

You have heard-so do something about it and leave the others to God.

(Further reading: How to give away your faith, Paul E. Little, Ch 5)

5.
 What about other religions?

(
Sincerity does not equal truth. One can be sincerely wrong.

(
If the different religions contradict each other (which they do at several major points) they cannot all be right.

(
The question really is: Has God revealed himself, and if so, how? Jesus claimed to be the unique revelation of God. He claimed to be God in the flesh. Are his claims valid? Investigate the New Testament. If he is God, the other religions are wrong.

· The New Testament is clear that Jesus is the only way (Rom. 1:18-32; Acts 4:12 John 14:6)

(Further reading: So what's the difference? Fritz Ridenour)

6.
Aren't all good people Christians?

(
What is 'good'? How 'good' is good enough?

(
Some of us are better than others but no-one meets God's standards (see Rom.

3:23).

(
God says that there is only one way and it is not 'being good' (1ohn 14:6).

(
God is after friends, not 'good' rebels. It's a matter of whose side you are on.

   (Further reading: A Fresh Start, John Chapman, Ch 11)
7.
Do you have to go to church to be a Christian?

· This is similar in some ways to the 'good people' question. God is not after church​goers but friends.

· You become God's friend by being forgiven and submitting to him, not by doing your duty at church.

· Once you are in his family (by forgiveness) you will of course want to meet with other members of the family-one way to do this is to go to church. Church is just God's family getting together.

8. Isn't faith only psychological?

· If our faith was based purely on experience ("Christianity works for me") then there is no way of arguing this objection. It might work for me because it's 'true' or because of my particular psychological upbringing or conditioning. 

· However, if Christianity is based on objective historical events (the death and resurrection of Jesus), the truth (or otherwise) of Christianity has nothing to do with our psychological state.

(Further reading: How to give away your faith, Paul E. Little, Ch 5)

9.
 Hasn't science disproved Christianity?

(
Most people mean 'Hasn't the theory of evolution replaced creation and so disproved Christianity.' (People usually aren't talking about archaeology which, incidentally, backs up the Bible at almost every point.)

(
Avoid a technical discussion about evolution, carbon dating etc. This gets nowhere.

Ask what conclusion they are drawing from their evolutionary stance: Did the world come into being by chance? Or did God make the world using certain evolutionary processes? The answer to that will reveal the person's presupposi​tions about God's existence. How God made the universe is not as important a point as that he made it.

(
Steer the conversation towards talking about God's existence (seethe first question above) and finally towards Jesus. If Jesus is God it puts the creation/evolution debate in a new perspective. Encourage the person that they need to find out if God exists before tackling creation/evolution. Read a Gospel etc.

(Further reading: Unnatural Enemies, Kirsten Birkett)

1O. Homosexuality

An increasingly common question these days concerns Christian attitudes to sexuality, and to homosexuality in particular. Aren't Christians just outdated bigots for opposing homosexuality? An answer could go like this:

(
Do you think that paedophilia is a natural and right way to behave?

(
(Assuming they say no) So it is at least a reasonable question to ask: Are some sexual practices wrong?

The question then becomes: How do we make a judgment about any particular sexual practice? By majority opinion? If that were so, then the earth was flat in the 16th century, Hitler was right in the late 1930s in Germany, and homosexuality was wrong about 20 years ago.

(
In the end, only the Creator has the right (and the wisdom) to declare something right or wrong. Only he has the authority and only he has the complete picture.

(
If we accept who Jesus is, and therefore God's authority over the world, then we must listen to him - and he quite clearly says that homosexuality is not the way he created us to behave. It goes against the created order.

(
Even so, Christians don't hate homosexuals. We want to be kind and accepting of them, and help them to work through their struggles.

11. Aren't Christians hypocrites?

This question often relates to certain practices of Christians in history, such as the abuse of children by priests, alleged mistreatment of indigenous people by Christian missionaries, and so on.

· Point out that Christians claim to be sinful. It is not hypocritical for us to err, for it is part of the fabric of our belief that we are rebels at heart and will continue to make mistakes. Christianity is about forgiveness, not perfect performance. 

· Also point out that Christians have done an almost incalculable amount of good in the world throughout history-that many of things we take for granted (like health care, literacy, education, scientific endeavor, political freedom, the justice ​system, etc.) have all stemmed from Christianity and Christians. In fact, the good Christians have done would far outweigh the bad. This does not make Christianity true, but it is rarely acknowledged. 

· Having said that, it is also not really fair to judge the truth of Jesus (who he was, what he did) by the bad behaviour of some who claim to be his followers. Jesus himself indicated that in the future many people would claim to bear his name, but actually know nothing of him. When some of these people commit atrocities in his name, it is hardly Jesus' fault!

· Nor does it have any bearing on whether you are going to accept Jesus' claim over your life. Those who do wrong will have to give account to God for their actions. And so will you.

Open Discussion

1. Are there any other questions you can think of which were not on the list ? Try to come up with answers to them.

2. In answering tough questions we need to be :-

truthful

loving


prayerful

honest


evangelistic

Any comments ?

Are there any other things we need to be thinking about ?

Resources

Tracts

Will I go to heaven when I die ?

ECI

Why Jesus ? 




Nicky Gumble

Just Grace




Evangelism Explosion

What is a real Christian ?


Luis Palau

Gospels

On your marks



Norman Warren

Books

Questions of Life



Nicky Gumble

Adventures in Reconciliation

ECI

Others

Why you need to read the Bible

ECI

That's Life Video



TLV

............................................................

..............................................

............................................................

..............................................

............................................................

..............................................

Most of the above are available from Scripture Union bookshops. 

ECI is the Evangelical Catholic Initiative, 7 Northumberland Avenue, Dun Laoghaire.

Open Discussion

What should you bear in mind when giving out books/tracts etc. ?

THE END!

"Sharing your Faith"

Assessment Sheet

In order to improve this course, please answer the following questions and hand in to one of the course leaders.

1. How useful was the course ? 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Was there anything missing ?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. How could it be improved ?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. Any other comments ?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Notes

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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